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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 5389 
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SUB J : PROLONGED STAYS BY GDR TECHNICAL PERSONNEL 

REF: STATE 09857 

1 . EMBASSY RECEIVED FEBRUARY 23 A DIPLOMATIC NOTE 
FROM CONSULAR AFFAIRS DIVISION OF MFA REQUESTING 
VISAS FOR MULTIPLE ENTRY PROLONGED STAY IN US BY 
SERVICE ENGINEER GERHARD KROETZSCH AND WIFE RUTH 
KROETZSCH. PURPOSE OF PRESENCE IN US IS GIVEN AS 
SERVICE ENGINEER AT REQUEST OF ROYAL ZENITH COMPANY, 

2101 JERICHO TURNPIKE, NEW HYDE PARK, NY 11040 
(PRESIDENT J.L. REINITZ). NOTE SAYS KROETZSCH'S 

INTEND TO TRAVEL MARCH 7, 1988 AND PLAN TO RESIDE 
IN WASHINGTON. NOTE STATES "THIS APPLICATION IS 
MADE ON THE BASIS OF DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN STATE 
SECRETARY BEIL WITH UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE ROGERS. 

AND BETWEEN THE US CHARGE D'AFFAIRES POLANSKY 
AND FOREIGN TRADE MINISTRY DIRECTOR GENERAL KIRSTEN." 

2. EMBASSY NOTES IN PASSING THAT MR. GARY ISRAEL 

OF ROYAL ZENITH CORP. VISITED THE EMBASSY CONSULAR 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 05389 251723Z 

SECTION FEBRUARY 14 DURING WHICH CALL HE THANKED 
EMBASSY FOR PAST COOPERATION IN ISSUING VISAS TO 
GDR PERSONNEL, SAID HE CURRENTLY HAS SIGNIFICANT 
PROBLEMS INVOLVING SERVICING GDR PRINTING MACHINERY, 

BUT DID NOT MENTION THAT KROETZSCH WOULD BE APPLYING 
FOR A PROLONGED STAY. DEPARTMENT WILL RECOGNIZE 
ROYAL ZENITH AS AGENT FOR UNITECHNA, THE GDR FOREIGN 
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TRADE ORGANIZATION RESPONSIBLE FOR TRADE IN PRINTING 
MACHINERY AND TEXTILE MACHINERY. 

3. SINCE EMBASSY'S CONVERSATION WITH MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN TRADE ON JANUARY 7 (BERLIN 5036), WE 

HAVE NOT DISCUSSED PROLONGED STAYS OF GDR PERSONNEL 
WITH THE EAST GERMANS. IN VIEW OF DEPARTMENT'S 
CURRENT VIEWS ON THIS QUESTION, WE PROPOSE THAT FOR 
THE PRESENT WE NOT REPLY FORMALLY TO THE GDR NOTE, 
BUT THAT WE ORALLY INFORM THE CONSULAR DIVISION 
AND THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE THAT AS ANTICIPATED 
BY THE EMBASSY IN OUR CONVERSATION AT THE FOREIGN 
TRADE MINISTRY ON JANUARY 7, RESPONSIBLE U.S. OFFICIALS 
CONSIDER THAT STATEMENTS AND STEPS TAKEN 
RECENTLY BY THE GDR IN RELATIONS TO MATTERS WITHIN 
FOUR-POWER COMPETENCE HAVE CREATED AN ATMOSPHERE 
IN WHICH THE US DOES NOT CONSIDER IT APPROPRIATE TO 
ACCEDE TO THE GDR REQUEST. 

4. DEPARTMENT'S COMMENTS BEFORE OUR RECEPTION 
AT NOON LOCAL TIME, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28 WOULD BE 
ESPECIALLY USEFUL.POLANSKY 
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